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Welcome 

Philip Wright, Changeworks’ Board 

member and Conference Chair 



Agenda - Morning 

09:30 Welcome by Changeworks Board members:  

 Margaret Somerville and Conference Chair Philip Wright  

  

09:45 Opening remarks: Margaret Burgess MSP, Minister for Housing and Welfare  

  

10:00 Exploring the spectrum of fuel poverty: video stories 

  

10:20 Current thinking behind decision making  

 Professor David Sigsworth, Chair of Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum 

   

10:45 Refreshments and networking  

  

11:15 Tackling fuel poverty in rural areas 

 Di Alexander, Chair of Scottish Rural Fuel Poverty Task Force  

 

11:45 Workshop/information session 1  

  

12:30 Lunch and networking 



Agenda - Afternoon 

13:30 Video stories - outcomes and impacts 

  

13.35 Warmworks briefing, Ross Armstrong (Transition Manager, Warmworks) 

  

13:45 Workshop/information session 2 

  

14.30 Refreshments and networking 

  

15:00 Opportunities for tackling fuel poverty going forward  

 Margaret Moore, Joint Improvement Team Action Group Member 

   

15:30 Q & A with panel  

  

16:00 Changeworks: thoughts on the future 

  

16:15 Chair’s closing remarks 



Fuel Poverty in Scotland 

Margaret Somerville 

Changeworks’ Board Member 



What is fuel poverty? 

10% indicator 

• A household needs to spend more 

than 10% of its income on fuel to 

maintain an adequate standard of 

warmth 

 

Low income high cost indicator 

• They have required fuel costs that 

are above average (the national 

median level) and 

• Were they to spend that amount, 

they would be left with a residual 

income below the official poverty 

line  



• Single pensioner households  

• Owned outright 

• Pre-1982 build 

• Oil or electric fuel 

• Rural 

• Lower income 

Who suffers from fuel poverty? 



Fuel poverty trends and drivers 

Source: Scottish House Conditions Survey 2013 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0046/00465627.pdf


Fuel poverty trends and drivers 

Source: Scottish House Conditions Survey 2013 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0046/00465627.pdf


Why is fuel poverty important? 

• Choices between food, warmth 

and other essentials for living 

 

• Health effects of living in cold 

temperatures:  

− Excess winter deaths 

− Cardiorespiratory problems 

− Mental health 

 

• Inequalities 

 

• Carbon reduction 



Why is fuel poverty important now? 

• 2016 Scottish Government target 

 

• Launch of Warmworks Scotland and 

Warmer Homes Scotland scheme 

 

• Continuing benefits of providing warm 

homes:  

− Improved energy efficiency and use 

of renewables 

− Reduced fuel costs Improved health 

− Reduced inequalities  

− Reduced carbon consumption 

Do we need a change of focus to achieve objectives? 



Questions to think about 

• Can we eradicate fuel poverty? 

 

• What is the single most effective 

action to reduce fuel poverty? Or 

do we need a combination of 

actions? 

 

• How do we identify those most 

in need and how can we reach 

them? 

 

• How can we work together 

collectively to address all four 

causes of fuel poverty? 
 



Opening remarks 

Margaret Burgess MSP  

Minister for Housing and Welfare 



People experiencing fuel 

poverty: video stories 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSmQW-1wY_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSmQW-1wY_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSmQW-1wY_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSmQW-1wY_w


Current thinking behind 

decision making  

Professor David Sigsworth 

Chair of Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Background 

 

The Forum is an independent advisory body to 
Scottish Ministers 

 

Remit is to work together with the Scottish 
Government to ensure that so far as is 
reasonably practicable, no-one is living in fuel 
poverty by 2016. 

 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Background 

2002  Fuel Poverty Advisory Group dissolved after its role in 
 development of the Fuel Poverty statement  

2003  The Scottish Executive Fuel Poverty Forum was originally 
 set up.  Membership selected from the Advisory Group. 

2007 Change of Government  

2008 The Forum re-established in 2008, by the then Deputy 
 First Minister.  Shortly after, they produced a report that 
 would inform the development of the Scottish 
 Government’s fuel poverty strategy. The main 
 recommendation in that report was to replace the Warm 
 Deal and Central Heating Programmes with a new Energy 
 Assistance Package. 

 

 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Background 
 

2011  The forum was commissioned to undertake a 
 further review of the Scottish Government’s  fuel 
 poverty strategy.  

2012  An interim report on its review was published. 
 It made a number of recommendations, all of 
 which were accepted by Scottish Ministers.   

 These recommendations helped to inform 
 development of the Home Energy Efficiency 
 Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS). 
2014 The Forum’s final report on its review of the 
 Scottish Government's fuel poverty strategy was 
 published. 
 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum Final Report  

Key recommendations 
 

 Definition of fuel poverty – no change without 
evidence base 

 
 Area Based Schemes most effective way of 

delivering assistance 
 
 Maintain HEEPS programme at £200m/p.a. 
 
 Scottish Government to explore alternative 

funding routes 
 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum Final Report  

Key recommendations 

 
 HEEPS to embody solutions for those remote from 

the gas grid 
 
 Hard to treat properties – particularly in remote and 

island situations – to become a priority 
 
 Recognise that the barriers to installing measures are 

often social rather than technical 
 
 Scottish Government to improve quality of reporting 

on the HEEPS programme and the effectiveness of 
the measures delivered 

 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum Final Report  

Key recommendations 
 

 Scottish Government clearer on developing firm links 
between fuel poverty measures, health and other social 
services 

 
 Trusted intermediaries needed to engage households 
 
 Delivery of HEEPS schemes should prioritise local 

employment opportunities and wider economic activity 
(green jobs) 

 
 The issue of up-skilling the local labour force must also be 

addressed 
 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum Final Report  

Key recommendations 
 

 Scottish Government to promote community owned 
renewable energy assets in deprived areas where the 
income could help fund fuel poverty measures 

 
 Scottish Government should increase efforts to 

establish heat networks which have been shown to 
contribute to eradicating fuel poverty by providing 
affordable community heat 

 
 The Forum will review the costs and benefits of 

collective switching 
 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Future plans 

The Scottish Government will be designating 
energy efficiency as a National Infrastructure 
Priority.  

Scotland’s Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP) 
will provide an offer of support to all buildings in 
Scotland – domestic and non-domestic – to 
improve their energy efficiency rating over a 15-
20 year period. 

There is  now a pressing need  to refresh and 
refocus the role of the Forum to fit the needs of 
the current policy landscape. 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Future plans 
 

A new Strategic Working Group will be set up to  
 
Provide strategic input into the development 

of Scottish Government fuel poverty policy - 
producing policy papers with 
recommendations for Government on reducing 
fuel poverty.  

 
Feed into the development of the forthcoming 

Scottish Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP) 
and on informing the use of new devolved 
powers.   

 



Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum – Future plans 
 

 The Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum will  
 

Focus on scrutiny and oversight of Scottish 
Government energy efficiency programmes, 
including targeting and delivery.   

 
Continue to provide advice and support to the 

Scottish Government on fuel poverty related 
matters.   

 
 The work of the Forum remains critically important in 

the delivery of our targets.  
 



Refreshments and networking 



Tackling fuel poverty in  

rural areas 

Di Alexander 

Chair of Scottish Rural Fuel Poverty 

Task Force  



Workshop/information session 1  



Lunch and networking  


