
Changeworks’ Waste Education 
Experience for Secondary Schools
Changeworks has been educating both school pupils and staff on litter prevention, recycling and 
food waste reduction for over 15 years. We do this through assemblies and workshops, Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) and school advisory visits. Our activities are designed to support the 
Curriculum for Excellence, Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects, as well as 
sustainable development goals (SDGs).

All our sessions are fully funded and supported by City of Edinburgh 
Council, and completely free of charge to your school. 

Contact

Call 0131 555 4010
Visit changeworks.org.uk
Email wasteeducation@changeworks.org.uk

Follow 

Source:
1. 11 facts about litter, Zero Waste Scotland
2. Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan, Scottish Government
3. Working to reduce food waste, Zero Waste Scotland

Litter
What’s Up with Litter? 
We lead an interactive assembly on problems associated with litter in 
schools, on the environment and the impact it has on the local community.  

Duration: 20 minute assembly (S1-S6)

assembly

What’s Up with Litter? 
An interactive classroom session looking at litter and the 
problems associated with it in and around schools and in 
the local community. It explores how long litter lingers in 
the environment and how much of it could be recycled. 
The workshop also looks at our duties, responsibilities 
and penalties in relation to litter and the law.

Duration: 60 minutes, S1-S3 (one class per session)
Curriculum links: STEM: Science, Maths

workshop

Your key to SDGs

The litter

collected in Scotland

each year is equivalent

to almost 

per person.1
items

of schools surveyedpost visit agreed that pupilknowledge on waste hadincreased since takingpart in a Changeworksactivity

How to book

To book one or more of these assemblies or workshops 
email wasteeducation@changeworks.org.uk or 
call 0131 555 4010 and ask for the Waste Education team. 

All sessions can be adjusted to ensure the best possible experience 
for your school.

Book now! 
Call 0131 555 4010

Changeworks ~ inspiring change for people and the environment
Changeworks works with the City of Edinburgh Council to provide curriculum linked activities 
in sustainability in Edinburgh schools.

© Changeworks 2017
Changeworks Resources for Life Ltd is a company registered as a charity in Scotland and limited by guarantee. 
Charity No. SCO15144 and Company No. SC103904. Registered office: 36 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6 5PY.



Recycling Food Waste
Recycling in Edinburgh    assembly

What happens to Edinburgh’s waste and recycling? 
Follow waste on its journey to landfill, and learn 
how recycling is sorted at a recycling facility.  
Find out how you can play your part in making 
sure that Scotland meets its zero waste target. 

Duration: 20 minute assembly (S1-S6)

Recycling Revealed!    workshop

Pupils will be challenged to find creative solutions for 
recycling. They will learn how recycled pencils are 
made, and then encouraged to come up with their 
own innovative recycling idea.

Duration: 60 minutes, S1-S3 (one class per session)
Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Social Studies, 
STEM: Technology, Engineering, Maths

What’s in your Waste?    workshop 

Want to know what you are wasting? We look into your 
rubbish and help pupils to identify opportunities to 
reduce, reuse and recycle in your school or classroom.  
A hands-on activity for all! 

Duration: 45-90 minutes, S1-S3 (one class per session)
Curriculum links: Numeracy, STEM: Science

The Impact of Food Waste   workshop

Students investigate the impact of food waste and its carbon footprint. This will involve them 
creating an experiment with an anaerobic digestion process.

Duration: 60 minutes, S1-S3 (one class per session)
Curriculum links: Numeracy, Social Studies, STEM: Science, Technology

Scotland aimsto recycle 70%of its wasteby 20252

The Food Waste Journey    assembly

Discover the hidden story behind food production, consumption
and waste in Edinburgh. We take a look at where food comes 
from, what happens when it is wasted and how we can save 
it from the bin. Told with a local and national context, this 
is a story with serious impact! 

Duration: 20 minute assembly (S1-S6)

Teacher and Staff Training
Alongside our pupil engagements, we also offer teacher and 
staff training on how to tackle issues around waste and litter 
prevention in your school and classrooms.

Food and drink production and waste
disposal in Scotland generates the CO2

equivalent of one person flying around 
the world nearly 425,000 times!3

425,000

tim
es!

Aimed at teaching staff in Edinburgh schools, 
this interactive workshop will explore new 
lesson plans, activities and ideas for engaging 
pupils on sustainability, waste prevention and
litter reduction.

Duration: 120 minute workshop held at 
    Changeworks’ Edinburgh office.

Waste Education in the Classroom CPD   workshop

Fantastic CPD, I

gained a lot from this

which will have a 

positive impact on the

learners in my school.

Edinburgh School

Teacher

Effective Recycling and Waste Reduction school advisory visit

We can visit your school to advise staff on using the City of Edinburgh Council’s recycling
service more effectively. We can discuss challenges, find solutions and signpost to support 
from the Council as appropriate.
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